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Boghos Bey Yousefian and a course in the
Egyptian administration during the reign of
Muhammad Ali Pasha (1769-1844)
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Master's Student-Department of history-Faculty of Arts -
Damietta University
Abstract

Boghos Bey Yousufian dispatched a group of his best assistants
to the regions known for the growth of good indigo, particularly Cyprus,
Izmir, Al-Mura, and Caesaria in order to bring in the indigo and its
seedlings as well as experts in its cultivation. As a result of these travels,
1,277 blue niles and three specialists in their cultivation were brought
from Cyprus, along with 58 of the same kind of quintars and two experts
in their cultivation from Izmir. Muhammad Ali Pasha primarily turned to
Boghos Bey Yusufian, like he had done in the agricultural sector, to find
the specialists, technologists, and trained labourers needed to finish
industrial projects. Boghos Bey's role was not only to call up human
resources, but also to bring in raw materials, equipment, machinery and
other resources for the modern and large industrial system. It should be
noted that Muhammad Ali Pasha has entrusted the task of organizing
missions to Europe and following their paths to his great translation of
Boghos Bey Yusufian after becoming trade director (1826) and director
of trade and Foreign Affairs (1837). Despite being an Armenian
Orthodox Christian, Boghos Bey only chose four outstanding Armenian
Catholic Christians, while forty students were chosen from the Egyptian
armed forces. Between 1831 and 1833, the majority of its members
returned to Egypt, made significant contributions to the development of
high schools (private schools), and assisted the government in setting up
educational, council, scientific, military, and economic institutions.
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